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The Marquette Branch Prison (MBP) is located on 35 acres in Marquette, Michigan.  
MBP opened in 1889 and has the capacity to house 1,201 prisoners.  MBP has 10 
housing units: 4 level V general population, 2 level V administrative segregation, and 
4 level I general population.  For fiscal year 2014, MBP's General Fund appropriation 
was $38.0 million to support 308.4 full-time equated positions. 

Audit Objective 
Audit  

Conclusion 
To assess the Department of Corrections' (DOC's) compliance with selected policies 
and procedures related to safety and security at MBP.   

Generally 
complied 

Findings Related to This Audit Objective 
Material  

Condition 
Reportable  
Condition 

Agency  
Preliminary  

Response 
MBP did not inspect or inventory weapons stored in its 
Emergency Response Team arsenal, increasing the 
potential for misuse or theft, thereby compromising the 
safety and security of staff and prisoners (Finding 1). 

 X Agrees 

MBP did not properly complete or distribute all gate 
manifests, which could result in critical and dangerous 
items being left inside the prison (Finding 2). 

 X Agrees 

MBP did not ensure that all staff walked through the 
metal detector or were subjected to a hand-held 
screening device before entering the level V secure 
perimeter.  Six of 112 staff members we observed via 
video footage entered the secure perimeter unhindered   
(Finding 3). 

 X Agrees 

MBP needs to improve its controls over keys and 
padlocks.  Proper controls would help ensure that all 
keys and padlocks are secured and accounted for and 
that any lost or missing keys and padlocks are detected 
and recovered in a timely manner (Finding 4). 

 X Agrees 

 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A copy of the full report can be 
obtained by calling 517.334.8050 

or by visiting our Web site at: 
http://audgen.michigan.gov 
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Lansing, Michigan  48913 
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Auditor General 

Laura J. Hirst, CPA 
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Findings Related to This Audit Objective 
(Continued) 

Material  
Condition 

Reportable  
Condition 

Agency  
Preliminary  

Response 
DOC did not ensure that its food service vendor properly 
completed and retained the required daily and weekly 
food service sanitation inspection reports to help 
prevent staff and prisoner exposure to food-borne 
illnesses caused by unsanitary conditions (Finding 5). 

 X Agrees 

 


